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January RCPC Town Hall Report

RCPC Hosts California College of the Arts  Developer Shares Redevelopment Plans for
in a Presentation of 0akland Campus College of the Arts Oakland Property:

Redevelopment Plans Emerald Fund and Equity Community Builders Propose
Audience discussion reveals 589 homes coupled with arts uses and 1.5 acres
widely divergent views of publicly accessible outdoor gathering space to
by Stuart Flashman, RCPC Land Use Committee Chair celebrate art and community

At RCPC'’s January 2019 Town Hall Meeting, an overflow crowd by Marc Babsin, Principal, Emerald F und
of over 100 listened intently as Marc Babsin of Emerald Fund merald Fund and Equity Community Builders (ECB) have shared
showed, described, and explained current plans for redevelopment Ethc most recent proposed redevelopment plan for the Oakland
of the Oakland campus of California College of the Arts (CCA). campus of the California College of the Arts (CCA),including rendered
The campus, located on the east side of Broadway just north of the  viewsofthe projectfrom various viewpoints throughout the community.
half-constructed “Shops at the Ridge” The project as proposed includes 589
project (currently being rethought by homes, including 35 permanently and
Southern California developer TRC, deeply affordable homes for artists;
c.), presently serves incoming CCA over 24,000 square feet of affordable
‘Jdents before they “graduate” to CCA’s arts space; 6,500 square feet of non-
expanding San Francisco campus. profit arts office space; the preservation

Twoyearsago,CCAannouncedplans and re-creation of an historic precinct;

. to relocate its operations to San Fran- |/ s and 1.5 acres of publicly accessible
ciscoandredevelopits Oaklandcampus. | té .
- o

community gathering space.

In the Fall of 2017, CCA introduced  fid- ; i L. -3 e e ) et , CCA, which will be unifying its
Emerald Fund and Equity Community | gCAdr endering of a view of ‘2‘; C"gon Str:’e‘ and | operations at its San Francisco campus
[Proacway IREeISection.,  Tibdyiesnes Nae Ne in 2021, partnered with ECB to create

Builders, its development team, at an
RCPC Town Hall where the team presented preliminary plans for
the redevelopment and reuse of the campus. The plans included
preserving three historic buildings and the Broadway entry gate;

providing an arts-oriented area along Clifton Street at the campus’ . . _
northern end that would include permanently affordable housing and ~ for housing, opening the site to the public, supporting and promoting

studio space for Oaklan‘l artists: opening up approximately an acre  the arts, retaining historic buildings and setting, and minimizing
January Meeting and Town Hall, page 10 local impacts such as traffic.

mJ TH =" o “This site’s transit-rich location, generous size, dramatic
- e Janu own Hall, membershi . :
ylaw Vote Results ay Pl topography and deep history present a rare opportunity to create a

voted on the bylaw amendment to Section 5.1, clarifying residenc A ; )
4 . ? significant community asset in North Oakland,” said Marc Babsin,

requirements for RCPC. The amendment passed, with 57 ballots in . |
favor, none against, and one not marked. The results were certified Emerald Fund Principal. “In addition to providing much needed

by RCPC Board Chair Leonora Sea, RCPC Board Vice Chair |  housing, our goal is to open the site up to the community and create a
Alden Conner, and Stuart Flashman. place where neighbors will gather » cca Proposed Plans, page ||

plans for reuse of the Oakland property.
The redevelopment team met with a broad array of community

organizations in 2017 to define its goals for redeveloping this iconic
property. The list was long and included addressing the city’s need

-

3 2019 is an odd-numbered year, and that means it’s Are You Ready for RCPC?
RCPC 201 a Rockridge Kitchen Tour year. The Kitchen Tour RCPC is Ready for You!
itchen Tour is the Rockridge Community Planning Council’s How do you feel about your neighborhood? Your
Qﬂ Tap, Sunday, major fundraiser, and it provides RCPC with money city? Are things going the way you think they
Se tember 22. to support the Kevin Faughnan Memorial Grants should? If the answer is“no,” there is another answer:
program, the Town Halls, the Halloween Parade, and a number of other | RCPC —The Rockridge Community Planning Council.
neighborhood benefits. The KT itself builds community through volunteering; | Board Elections are at hand:Answer the call. See top

as a showcase for local architects, contractors, B Kitchen Tour on Tap, page 3 &4 of page 3 for details and more answers.
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lt's hard to predict 0 “Today, development
what will turn up E d and change are still issues
when one of those del- in Rockridge, but now the
icately balanced tiny question is how to guide
towers of used coffee cups, forgotten them so the still-charming urban gem is not
messages and failed resolutions topples overwhelmed.
off the desk in the dead of night. Darn cat. “Recent years have seen a spate of
The latest crash the other night exposed  buildings and developments proposed for
a previously published Rockridge News College Avenue. RCPC has often argued
article of mine entitled, “Rockridge Devel-  successfully for design and use changes to
opment: It's Adding Up,” dated May 12, make projects more consistent with the
1990. At the time, several significant local  built environment and with existing zoning.
project proposals were in play: “Environmental impact reports pre-
® The large brick Medical Insurance build-  pared for those projects usually state no
ing on Claremont Avenue across fromthe  negative impact will result from this building
now-new Safeway had just been proposed  or that restaurant. Individually, that may be
and an Environmental Impact Report (EIR)  true. Considered cumulatively, the projects

was in draft preparation. introduce undeniable impacts on traffic, air
W BART was proposing office, retail quality, parking and visual interest.
and parking space development on the “Decisions to permit these projects to

Rockridge station parking lot. go ahead, to require them to be altered, or
® Dreyer’s was making plans for a large  to deny them are made by public officials
office building and headquarters on College. ~ who fundamentally want to do a good job.
B Retail developmentand expansion were  Still, they best understand numbers either
proposed for College Avenue frontage as dollars of revenue or as votes. We may
from Birch Court north to an apartment  not have dollars but we do have the votes.
building. “What kind of neighborhood do you
The 1990 Article Continues: want to live in? Put pen to paper; voice

“Fifteen years ago, the issues in Rock-  to phone; thought to action: Call or write
ridge were development and change your representatives on the City Council,
because there wasn’t any of either. the planning commission or other public

“Those were the days after BART con-  boards to let them know your opinion of
struction when College Avenue shops not  the changes in your neighborhood.”
boarded up were occupied by some of the The article ended with that call to
funkiest businesses imaginable. There was the community for action, to preserve
actually a vacant lot on a major corner. At  what Rockridge residents themselves had
least Dreyer’s had a genuine soda fountain  designed and wrested from the City fifteen
staffed by real waitresses. years earlier.

“Nevertheless, when BART and some Now, in 2019, the proposals of yore
College Avenue business interests pushed  return, many backed by state law and legal
for high-rise residential and commercial rulings and supported by changing values
development close to the Rockridge BART  and growing needs.
station in the 1970s to lodge a live-in pool A long time ago, a now well-known
of commuters around the station, the local developer declared, “The dialectic of
neighborhood launched a successful drive  change is upon the neighborhood.” We can
to downzone the area and develop a pedes-  now add: “Always has been, always will be.”
trian-oriented environment. — Don Kinkead, Editor

or $3 OFF orders over $15

Dry Cleaning only = Present with incoming order

Garden Cleaners
S808 College Avenue, Oakland

601-1188
Mon - Fri 7-7e+Sat 8-6

Across from Trader Joe's and Zachary's Pizza

February 2, 2019

«1¥¢. 5366 College Avenu
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Library program details/hours: Calendar,
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The Rockridge News, founded March 1986 by Don
Kinkead, is published monthly (except in August)
and is sponsored by the Rockridge Community
Planning Council (RCPC), a nonprofit public
benefit organization founded to: preserve and
enhance the unique character of the Rockridge
neighborhood; promote the health, safety and
quality of life of its residents; furnish a forum for
community involvement;and provide leadership and

representation of neighborhood interests.
Rockridge News Production

Don Kinkead........cc.cccuccvuens Editor

JO ElliS ..cccserreressusencassrssocasenss Asst. Editor

Judith Doner Berne........... Eyes on Rockridge
O BRI svansosinsimbinma st Advertising &

| Community Calendar

Susan Montauk.......ccccceuune Business Manager
Don Kinkead.......cc.ccoveuenee. Graphics & Layout
RCPC Board of Directors, 2018-19
Leonora S€a...carevevsveon Chair

Alden Conner.......cccoeeuee Vice-Chair
.............................................. Secretary

Ronnie Spitzer......cccccuuee. Treasurer

Ashley Cruz, Casey Farmer, Stuart Flashman,
M C Haug, Don Kinkead, Andrew Masalin,
Courtney Welch

Contact the board: chair@rockridge.org ‘
For information: info@rockridge.org

NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTIONS

To subscribe to The Rockridge News,
send your check for $20, payable to RCPC with
“Rockridge News Subscription™ on the memo
line. Mail to the address below.

Contacting The Rockridge News
Are there community issues you'd like to see
covered in The Rockridge News? * Do you have
questions about newsletter distribution? * Want to
volunteer to be a Rockridge News block captain?
* Would you like to write a letter to the Editor?
Contact us at one of the following:
Editor: editor@rockridge.org;
www.rockridge.org;
The Rockridge News,4123 Broadway,
PMB 311, Oakland, CA 9461 |

Articles submitted for publication may be
emailed to the editor or sent to the address above.
Submissions are limited to 600 words, must include
the author’s name, phone number, email address, and
city or neighborhood of residence, and are subject
to editing. Views expressed in articles accepted for
publication do not necessarily reflect those of The
Rockridge News, its editor, or the board of directors
of the Rockridge Community Planning Council. To
reprint a Rockridge News article, contact the editor.

Newsletter Advertising/Deadline
Publication date of the March issue is:

@ March 2, 2019.

@ Submission deadline: February 14, 2019. ’
Advertising rates are $26/column inch. SixX¥@
month pre-pay rate available. For display ads,
call Jo Ellis at 653-3210 (after noon), or emall
joellisi@hotmail.com. RCPC reserves the right
to refuse any display or classified ad it deems
Inappropriate. (Classified ad contact, page 14.)
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RCPC Sets Annua

he Rockridge Community Planning
Council’s annual election of board
members will be held at the April 18,2019
7 Toyvn Hall. Service-minded Rockridge
residents are invited to declare their candi-
dqcy for a position on the RCPC Board of
Directors, if they are 18 years or older and

! live within RCPC boundaries. (See www.

r

rockridge.org/boundaries.)

RCPC board members promote commu-
nity projects in Rockridge; help represent
Rockridge to the City on matters of zoning
and development, traffic and transportation,
and public safety; and contribute to strength-
ening our community.

Tell the Board of your interest: email

Wednesday, February 27,7:30 p.m. at the Rockridge Branch Library.

chc Lande The February Land Use Committee meeting will be held
® The agenda includes an update on the housing study: Check at https://

Commitiee %

rockridge.org — the RCPC website — to confirm date, time, place.

RCPC Land Use Committee Update — January 2019

Happy New Year! The Land Use Com-
mittee met on January 23. A quorum
was not present, so no official action was
taken. However, the committee members
and interested residents present discussed
setting priorities for the Committee for 2019.
Topping the list was “bird-dogging”
high-profile projects in the Rockridge area.
These include:
® Plans for redevelopment and reuse

‘ California College of the Arts’ Oakland
ampus;

® Plans for a redesigned Phase 1I of
Shops at the Ridge;

® Plans for development of the currently
vacant lot at College and Claremont.

/A'NEIGH

2,
X

SO
EVERY LIFESTYLE

ORHOOD

Beyond that, the Committee hopes to
complete the Rockridge Housing Study
and present the results to the Rockridge
Community for discussion. The Commuttee
also will consult with the Rockridge District
Association about possible priorities to help
maintain and promote College Avenue’s
retail corridor.

Committee members present also dis-
cussed the presentation on redevelopment
of the CCA Oakland campus. The following
observations were made:

W [t is an open question whether having
auto traffic enter and leave the campus on
Clifton Street will work without installation
of an additional traffic signal.

B Another open question is the extent
to which synchronization of the traffic
signals along Broadway will avert a major
congestion problem once the CCA campus,
Shops at the Ridge, and Baxter on Broadway

‘ Land Use Committee, page I5

tile » countertops = flooring

4336 Broadway
Oakland
510.547.8288

www.arttileoakland.com

lanrd Election, Invites New Candidates

info@rockridge.org not later than close of

business Wednesday, February 27, 2019,
describing your interest in Board member-

ship, your general background, and special
interests.

Kitchen Tour
on Tap, from page |

and craftspeople; and as a truly delightful
Rockridge block party writ large.

But the Tour doesn’t happen overnight,
and it doesn’t happen without Kitchens to
show.

The Tour Committee invites homeown-
ers, architects, designers, and builders to
submit kitchens to be considered for the 2019
Tour. A kitchen does not have to be finished
to qualify; one kitchen on a previous tour
was completed just two weeks before the
Tour day. The Committee isn’t looking for a
single design theme. Kitchens can be large or

' Kitchen Tour on Tap, page 14

Behind the Scenes

Volunteers:
| Kitchen Tour Backbone

he Kitchen Tour doesn’t happen with-
out volunteers. Currently, the Tour
needs the behind-the-scenes committee
members who will visit homeowners to
check out kitchens; find sponsors; write
and send out press releases; order Tour
banners and find locations for them,;
create the Tour Brochure; and perform
all the other tasks that make the event
run smoothly.
The first planning meeting 1s sched-
uled for Monday, March 4. To volunteer
as a Kitchen Tour Committee member,

sign up at kitchentour@rockridge.org.

Shocs On 5o|ano
Rockridge
Comifort in style

5933 College Ave.
(next to Dreyer's Ice Cream)
510.823.22%0

www.shoesonsolano.com
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| Support the CCA Project, as
Do Many of My Neighbors

EpiToR:

[ attended the RCPC meeting regarding
the proposed project at the CCA campus. I,
for one, support the project and think that
more housing is great for Oakland and this
site is an example of a small thing that our
very fortunate community of Rockridge
can do to help address the housing crisis.
And, I am glad I was not alone. While
those who oppose the 19-story tower were
the most vocal at the meeting, a showing
of hands at the end of the meeting showed
significant support for the project, as-is. |
was heartened by many of my neighbors’
passionate support for more housing and a
more open and inclusive Rockridge.

— Justin Horner

CoNsIDER THE FaABRIC oF THE CiTy
WHEN APPROVING NEwW BUILDINGS

EpiTOR:
I am NOT in favor of increased hous-

ing density; namely, I am NOT in favor
of the construction of more market-rate
housing erected for the tech workers who,
for the most part, do not work 1n Oakland.
[ favor only construction of below market
rate housing for teachers, writers, artists,
and nurses — those people who are, and
have been for years, an integral part of our
community and who cannot afford to live
here any longer. I will fight assiduously
against the construction of those hideous
condominiums that have popped up all over
Oakland. They provide no off-street parking,
no trees (which our declining bird popula-
tion needs and which combat the increased
greenhouse gases that have resulted from
increased automobile exhaust). Moreover,
our city streets are clogged with increased
traffic. PLEASE: think about the fabric of
our city. We need to keep our teachers, our
writers, our artists, our nurses.

— Sharon L. Osmond

Letters ;:o the Editor

he Rockridge News welcomes appear with your letter. Letters may

posted letters and emails to the be edited for clarity and brevity at the
editor. Your name, address, phone editor’s discretion. Views expressed
number, email address and city/neigh- in any letter are the writer's own, and
borhood must be included in either may not necessarily be shared by the
for verification. Only your name will editor or by RCPC.

My FAMILY SUPPORTS THE
CCA PRrojecTr

EpiTOR:

[ write to express my family’s support
for the CCA project specifically, and greater
density in Rockridge in general. When I
shared the original article (complete with
misleading renderings) with my family,
we had a long discussion about supply and
demand, denser cities like Paris, and how
some people are opposed to more density in
Rockridge because of how our neighborhood
“feels.” To this last point our 11-year old
daughter said simply, “Why do people care
more about how a town feels than people
having somewhere to live?”

[ was born and raised in Rockridge,
have owned a house here for 19 years, and
our kids have lived in Rockridge their
entire lives. Our whole family understands
that as much as we love how Rockridge
is now, we who are lucky enough to live
here should be open to change that will
allow this wonderful neighborhood to be
shared by more people. We all agreed that
taller mixed-use buildings on College and
Telegraph Avenues make sense, as do more
multi-unit residences throughout Rockridge.

If there is greater supply, there will be
less demand. And if apartments like those
at the Baxter are not fully occupied, then
prices will have to drop as the market cor-
rects itself. This 1s a good thing!

Finally, in Ms. Lazarro’s letter, she
implies that apartments like the Baxter and
the proposed CCA project will adversely
affect Rockridge’s “vibrant pedestrian-ori-
ented mixed-use commercial district,”
“walkable small scale,” “being able to
shop local for just about everything,” and
“sustainable pedestrian-oriented values this
community was founded on.” She doesn’t
explain how these apartment buildings
will negatively impact those things and
[ can’t see how they (or higher density in
general) would.

[t’s time we look at our real values —
which I hope include the environment, social
justice, and equity, and not just what is most
personally and aesthetically pleasing to us

- - - T —
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individually — in thinking about the future
of Rockridge. Yes In My Backyard!

— Star Lightner, 36-year Rock- ‘
ridge resident

SHAFTER AVENUE ROUNDABOUTS
ARE PERPLEXING

EpITOR!?
Am I the only one perplexed by the new

traffic circles on Shafter Avenue? Having
lived on Miles Avenue since 1994, 1 can count
the number of times I have had a problem at
these intersections, either as a pedestrian,
cyclist, or motorist, on zero fingers. That s,
until now. Frankly, these intersections are
dangerous now in a way they never were
before. Try crossing the street while a car
careens around the circle: it directs the car
right into the cross walk. I"ve had to skip
out of the way more than once. Don’t get
me wrong, I fully support traffic circles in
the right places. Anyone that’s driven in
Truckee or Kings Beach — or France for
that matter — can attest to the efficiency
of traffic circles when designed properly.
The Shafter Avenue circles are not designed
properly, foremost because there isn’t enough
room for them at these locations. On to

of that, the signage on them makes thex'
an eyesore. It’s depressing to think of the
number of pot holes in Rockridge that could
have been filled with the money spent on
these circles. So. let’s review: (1) the circles
make these intersections more dangerous
than before; (2) their signage is an eyesore;
and (3) they diverted scarce dollars from
better uses. If this is government 1n action,
I can see why some people want less of it!
— David Mitchell

DRrRiVERS WHO Do NoT UNDER-
STAND ‘HAawk’ SIGNALS ARE A
THREAT TO PEDESTRIANS

EDITOR!

[ amresponding to Victoria Eisen’s arti-
cle appearing on page 5 of the December
Rockridge News entitled “Look Both Ways
Before Crossing.”

I have lived on Lawton Avenue since
1989 and use the pedestrian crossing at
Lawton and Broadway every day, typically
during commute hours. While Ms. Eisen’s
explanation of drivers’ responsibilitiz.\
with regard to the new HAWK signals
Lawton and Broadway is useful for drivers
living in the Rockridge area, my guess 1s
the bulk of drivers up and down Broadway

‘ Letters, page 5
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Letters, from page 4

.urmg cOmmute hours are not Rockridge

residents but rather folks traveling to or
from their jobs.

My experience to date with the HAWK
signal is that, despite having the white
crossing light, I must, more than half the
time, dodge cars continuing through the
pedestrian crossing. Many drivers seem to
have no clue as to their responsibilities with
respect to the HAWK signals. No signage
alerts them to this new signal or explains
the various signal modes. The much simpler
and less costly pedestrian crossing signal
at Taft and Broadway seems to be better
understood by the average driver.

The other thing routinely ignored at this
intersection is the prohibition of left turns
from northbound Broadway onto Lawton.
The signage is small and located where no
driver intending to make this turn will see it.

These problems would seem to be
addressable with improved signage. Until
then, the best advice in Ms. Eisen’s article

is captured in the title: Look Both Ways
Before Crossing.

q Mike Ingham
OLDECOTT PROJECT COORDINATOR

VicToRIA EISEN REPLIES:

I am writing in response to Mr. Ingham’s
letter regarding the new HAWK signal at
Broadway and Lawton Street. Based on mul-
tiple complaints by residents who routinely
cross Broadway at Lawton on foot, like the
writer, the City of Oakland chose to install
a HAWK signal due to their proven effec-
tiveness in similar situations in other cities.

. Letters, page 14
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husband and I are both musicians who
live in the neighborhood. It makes me
definitely want to consider Claremont as
an option for my kids, knowing there’s a
strong music program happening.

— Becca Burrington

e ——— —

R&ckridgeNews

HAarpY TOo LEARN ABouT CLAREMONT’S
Music PROGRAM

EpiTOR:

Thank you for publishing the feature article
by Judith Berne on Ari Brown, the music
teacher at Claremont Middle School. My

RCPC Committee + Transportation News

« RCPC’s Transportation Committee Re-Launches
e AC Transit Public Hearings on Fare Increase Proposal

With several new projects recently completed or underway, Rockridge residents
are noticing changes to local roads and public transportation offerings. RCPC
is re-launching its transportation committee to discuss how these issues affect our
neighborhood and to make recommendations to the Board of Directors regarding
transportation. The first transportation committee meeting of the year takes place
Thursday, February 28,7:30-9 p.m. at the Rockridge Library. Email transportation@
rockridge.org for more information about the committee and its plans. The meeting

is open to the public.

AC transit is proposing to raise fares in phases over the next 5 years until the
adult cash fare reaches $3. The transit company is asking for public comment
on the plan. Visit http://www.actransit.org/fareproposal/ for more information and/or
comment at: http://www.actransit.org/about-us/board-of-directors/.

-— -8

Save the Date:
EARTH DAY at FROG Park: April 20

to our neighborhood park.

pring may feel far away, but the

FROG Committee is busy plan-
ning activities for the annual Earth
Day Cleanup at FROG Park and
Greenbelt on Saturday, April g7
20,9 a.m.—12 noon. We’ll bring ¢
the snacks and tools, you bring &%
family and friends, ready to
enjoy the morning and give back

The FROG Committee welcomes
volunteers and donations as we plan
activities for the day. To help

with Earth Day plans, con-

: tact info@frogpark.org or Fay

, ) Gordon at faylgordon@gmail.
com, or LeonoraSea@comcast.
= net. See you in April.
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f | A Follow the advice of our design / staging “dream team”

Q: How do | assure my home stands out from the rest?
A: Through the unmatched marketing exposure that
only we provide in Rockridge
Q: How do | receive the highest possible price for my home?
A: By hiring an Agent who is also an experienced
real estate Broker / Attorney
@: What if I'm not sure that I'm ready to sell?

A: Call us anyway. We are not the typical sales people
who try and get you to sell. Our mission is to:

m give you unbiased answers to your questions
» educate you about the state of the market
a become your trusted real estate ally!

510.843.6400
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Auctions Galore! Peralta, Tech and Chabot

IR = A A 1% ICAITA RVaEs
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Peralta School Auction

Coming in March | You Can Help Now

ralta Elementary School holds its annual auction March

16 at the Humanist Hall in Oakland. The auction helps
provide educational necessities such as physical education,
music and art classes and a library on school grounds. This
year’s auction theme is Endless Summer Beach Party, and the
whole community is invited to attend. The school is looking for
donations of items and services from local businesses to offer
at the auction. Your donation would be featured on our auction
website, along with information about your business. Oakland’s
public schools can thrive with the support of their communities!
To donate, or for more information, please contact Elena at

auction@peraltaschool.org. We are located at 460 63rd Street.

Visit: https://www.peraltaschool.org

L -a

Mark your calendars!
The 2019 Oakland Technical
High School PTSA auction
gala, ““La Familia de Oakland
Tech,” will be held Saturday,
March 9, at the California
Ballroom in Oakland from
6 to 10 p.m.
Like families everywhere,
the Tech community is a
CALIFORNIA BALLROOM - 1736 FRANKLIN ST. 0AKLANB | patchwork quilt of teachers,
AT e g g gy administrators, parents, stu-

SATURDAY
MARCH 9
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he 2019 Chabot GALA-XY is going to be out of this
world! Chabot’s annual Spring Auction is the PTA’s

biggest and most important spring fundraiser.

Our goal in 2019 is to raise more than $l75,009 to continue
supporting our dynamic enrichmen.t Programs — MUsIC, science, art,
technology, library,small group specialists, and Kn.ndergarten Spanish
_ as well as other vital student services not paid for by QUSD,

The Online Auction will be held from March ¢
through March 13 and is open to Chabot familjes,
friends, and neighbors. Through the generous donations of
the community, our online auction features food and grocery gift
cards, retail and restaurant gift certificates, services, parties, summer
camps, and more.

The Spring Gala will be held Saturday, March 16, at the
Greek Ascension Community Center, 4700 Lincoln Avenue,
Oakland, from 5:30 to 10:30 p.m. Guests can mix and mingle
followed by a seated dinner and Live Auction, where they c
bid on one-of-a-kind cakes to share with their table mates. And,
back by popular demand, we will close the night with dancing... D}

Tamara in the house.

= 4
dents and community members. Tech’s auction celebrates the ways
the Tech family members are knitted together and how, together,
we are strong. Join us for the auction and gala, Tech’s biggest fund-
raiser. We look forward to working together with you to make
the auction a great success. Auction questions? Email Elizabeth
Falkner and Liz Nakamoto Singer at auction@oaklandtech.com.
Thank you for your support.

INTERNATIONAL PRESENCE

Darin J. Worm
BROKEHR
510.504.4960

djworm(@ centurioninsurance.net

BUYING?
SELLING?
LET ME HELP YOU

Centurion Insurance Agency

JASON KALDIS |
ARCHITECT

INCORPORATED

510.549.3584

WWW.JKALDISARCHITECT.COM

ANNE D. BRANDON, REALTOR
35+ YEAR ROCKRIDGE RESIDENT AND HOMEQWNER
DRE# 01877719 | 510.682.6644
ANNE@ THEHIGHLANDP ARTNERS.COM

An Independent Insurance Brokerage
providing cost effective, comprebensive
Insurance products and services
since 1947.

LUXURY

www.centurioninsurance.net

‘
Commercial + Personal + Life + Health l
i
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If you are a book lover, don’t miss
The College Preparatory School’s
25th annual used Book Sale Saturday,
February 23, and Sunday, February 24.
The sale takes place at the school, 6100
Broadway, Oakland, in the Buttner
Auditorium. There is free parking at
the school parking lot. Hours are Sat
10-4, Sun 10-2, with a bargain $5/bag
sale at noon on Sunday. Thousands of
books offered for children, teens and
adults, with many recent and high-qual-
ity works, some media (CDs, DVDs,
audio books) and all at great prices: $1-2
for paperback, $2-3 for hardcover. A few

mysteries even lower.

e

\\\\m&
Glant College Prep Used Book Sale

special or oversized books are priced slightly higher,

here is truly something for everyone at this sale:
books to entertain, books to inspire, fiction from
contemporary to classic, and non-fiction of all genres,
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THE COLLEGE PREPARATORY SCHOOL

GIANT USED BOOK SALE

Q&WN AR
BUTTNER AUDITORIUM

AT THE COLLEGE PREPARATORY SCHOOL CAMPUS

6100 BroApwAY, OAKLAND

SATURDAY FEB 23 10:00-4:00
SUNDAY FEB 24 10:00-2:00

S5 BARGAIN BAG SALE AT NOON ON SUNDAY

‘:-\)‘" “p

THOUSANDS OF BOOKS [AND SOME MFMIA)
VOB ALL AGES, AT INCKEDIBLE BARGAIN PRICES,

TRULY SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE!

Don't Miss 1HS 2574 ANNUAL SALE;
FIND DUT WHY IT IS A SAVORED EVI?

2’| \a Ay, OF LOCAL KOOK LOVERS {AND BOOK RE-SELLERS).

FREE PARKING
CASH & CHECKS ONLY

bookfair@écollege-prep.org

sorted by category. Come early for best selection, and

return for the bag sale. Don’t miss this opportunity

to stock up on great reading. Cash and check only —
we are unable to process credit cards. For questions

contact bookfair@college-prep.org

-

Improvements Continue at Hardy Dog Park

lease join us at Hardy Dog
Park to build new benches

our monthly clean- up. The
new water station has a water-
proof platform with a skid-re-
sistant texture that will be safer

as the Hardy Dog Park Group
continues to make improve-

ments to your dog park. We are
installing a better water station
platform on February 2 during

for our dogs. Thank you to our
generous donors who provided
the materials for this platform.

We will be
having a  fun

Bench-Building

day on March 2.
Join us: bring ham-
mers, drills, screw-

drivers, and gloves, but please
leave your dogs at home, if
possible. We have some gener-
ously donated wood and will be
building several new benches
for our dog park users, similar
to that pictured at right. All vol-
unteers will be welcome to join
in the fun. We will have some
extra nails and wood for kids to
build with as well.

The Big Build will be si-
multane- ® Woof, page 12

Hardy Dog Park volunteers :
successfully test our <
prototype bench.

COMPLETE TREE CARE
Proudly serving Rockridge since 1965!

| (510) 562-4000

www.treesculpture.com
Fully Insured | Certified Arborists | Lic #655977

& ORTRUN NIESAR
E  510.326.2161

- Realtor ©
0.niesar@ggsir.com
GoldenGateSIR.com
Lic. #01161032

EXPERIENCE THE UNIQUE ]

Local with Global Reach | Specializing in the East Bay | Discreet and Professional

Golden
Gate

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY
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‘You Don’t Take Over From
My Dad’ --

Still Working and Active
at Age 97

by Judith Doner Berne
e said he’s slowing down. But Victor
Silva, who turned 97 on New Year’s
Eve, still works, gardens, cooks, walks,
drives and takes an active part in the lives
of his close-knit and mostly close-by family.

His grandson and his family live “just
down the street” from his home, which he
built in Lower Rockridge in 1981 but didn’t
occupy until about 12 years ago. Daughter
Elena, a retired therapist, lives in Upper
Rockridge. A son and another grandson live
in side-by-side houses he built (and used to
live in) in Lafayette. And his granddaughter,
who lives with her family in a suburb of Los
Angeles, calls him every day. *“My parents
were really close to my three kids,” Elena
told me. “He’s been a great dad, a great
grandfather.”

Silva, who, as you can see from the
photographs on page 9, looks years younger.
He says, “Oh, I don’t know,” when asked
about his long and full life. “I guess it is
moderation and exercise. I just try to eat
nicely. I can cook anything.”

“My mother made sure we all learned to
cook,” the West Oakland born and raised
Silva says of himself, his five brothers and
two sisters. He was 12 when his dad died

Put Ruth’s extensive experience
and expertise to work for your

BIG MOVE!

« 18+ Years of Real Estate Expenence

« Top producer & member of TAN
(Top Agent Network)

8. « East Bay Native, Cal Alum
« Longtime Rockridge Resident

« Proud Parent of Chabot Bobcat,
" Gabe & Claremont Knight, Gus

Ruth Goldstone
510.418.719 1 cell/text

eastbayprop@gmail.com
DRE# 01300164

MARVIN

GARDENS

REAL ESIATE

and “We all had to hustle.” So, they sold
newspapers on the streets of downtown
Oakland.

“He’s a real product of the depression,”
Elena said. She relayed the story of when an
older brother, who had the “hot downtown

corner” for selling papers, was promoted,

her dad expected to inherit that cOrner.
When he didn’t, “he was so upset he just
sat right down on the curb and cried. When
he finally looked up, he said he saw more
money than he had ever seen” as, even In
hard times, Oaklanders opened their wallets
to a sobbing child.

A graduate of and football star at
McClymonds High School, Silva said his
mom made him turn down the college
scholarships he was offered because she
needed him to help support the family. So
he apprenticed as an ornamental plasterer,
working on the Chapel of the Chimes, then
studied to become a welder. Looking back,
“I was making 50 cents an hour. I'd give
$10 a week to my mother and I'd have $10.
I don’t know how I did it.”

He met his late wife, Dorothy, a Castle-
mont High graduate, at Sweet’s Ballroom, a
“go-to-venue in downtown Oakland during
the Big Band era of WWII,” according to
Wikipedia. “I saw that girl on the dance
floor. I just ‘knew’ her,” Silva said. They
were married for 70 years and she always
called him “Honey.” His first grandchild
picked it up and it caught on because “Honey,
that’s who he is,” Elena said. His wife’s wish
before she died six years ago was for him

BROADWAY PET HOSPITAL
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to go back to dancing so he wouldn’t be a
lonely without her. “So I went to the senior
center and did ballroom dancing five days
a week.” Silva said. “It was fun.”

He served in the Navy during World
War II. stationed at the Naval Air Station
in Alameda. “During the war years 1 got
my real estate broker’s license and 1 was
building on the side,” he said. After his
discharge, he became a general contractor
and studied law for a time.

Besides constructing his current home,
the two Lafayette houses and other build-
ings which he has since sold, Silva built,
owns and manages the two-story retail/
office building at 5332 College Avenue. You
might know it, because it houses the i do
Bridal Boutique and the Gold Star Beauty
Lounge on its first floor plus professional
offices upstairs.

Rockridge therapist Lauren Field is one
of his tenants. “I went to graduate school
with Elena.” she emailed me. “When we
completed our master’s degrees, Elena
suggested we build the office space Vic ha
available into a counseling center. Togeth
we offered low-fee therapy to those who
could not otherwise afford it.

“Vic has been my landlord since 1989
or so.” Field said, “and I am very fond of
him. I still offer low-fee therapy (I charge
from $30 to $100) for my services, but it
is Vic to whom I owe this ability; his rent
is very reasonable. If he charged more, I
couldn’t do it.”

» Working and Active, page 9

Morning wake-up calls
Social network modeling
Curling up with a good book

Gardening togethe

Making lots of biscuits

Local caregivers who want

to help make great memories.
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P Working and Active, from page 9
———\

n Silva also continues to oversee the six-
unit apartments he built on Clifton and his

|2-unit building on Ashby in Berkeley. “You
don’t take over from my dad,” Elena said
He's proud that “Everything I own today, I
never had a loan on” '
An avid athlete, he played baseball
tennis, handball and racquet ball gver thé
years and still tries to take a walk every
day. But what seems to sustain him now,

in addition to his family, is cooking and
gardening.
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“Ilike to cook.I’ve been cooking all my
life,” Silva said. Two of his specialties are
chicken cacciatore and pot au feu” Elena
told me, and he once cooked for a Mexican
restaurant she ran in Lafayette. “Now.” she
bemoaned, “He cooks too much. At any given
moment he could feed an army.” His choices
when he eats out are the ethnic restaurants
in East Oakland and in Oakland’s China-
town. Within Rockridge, he likes Becky'’s
“because I don’t cook Chinese.”

Since his wife’s death, Silva turned the
living room of his house into an office. his
desk up against the front window where he
can look out on one of his gardens which, as
a Master Gardener, he has knowledgeably
planted and propagated.

Indeed, you can see hundreds of plants After stints living in Montclair and  «ygy never completely learn

growing in a series of gardens that run LafayetFe,Si.lva said he was glad to get back gardening,” says 97-year-old Victor
front, side and back of his house, including ~ '° the diversity that marks.urban Oakland.  sgjlya, above, a Master Gardener since
an entire wall of rosemary. The gardens, I.lnke Oal’c,land. [t’s mixed.” And, "I love 4985,

plus a greenhouse and a tool shed, sit on this house.

his 5,725-foot lot. “You never completely ~ To comment on this column and/or suggest ideas

learn gardening,” he said. “There’s just so for future columns about Rockridge people and
much to know.” neighborhoods, please email judyberne@att.net.
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Silva is proud of the plants he has
planted and propagated, including this
wall of rosemary, at left.
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AMATDO

ARCHITECTURE
WWW. AMATOARCHITECTURE.COM
510.420.0210
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MOTLEY TEAM COMPASS

REALTORS"
DRE 01265873 | 01798658
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Rockridge Market is Holding Steady

)

Closing date BR BA  Address Original price List price DOM Selling price
1/05/2019 3 2 5359 Broadway $995,000 $995,000 33 $890,000

1/11/2019 3 2.5 5646 Oak Grove Ave $1,295,000 $1,295,000 12 $1,600,000

Homes sold this January closed 9% over the asking price on average.
There is currently a 30 day supply of inventory in Rockridge.
The Average price per square foot is $687.91.

Specializing in Rockridge | 510.459.4338 | Motley Team.com
Want the highest possible price? Call us and we will show you how we will get it!

T ————————
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January Meeting
and Town Hall

from page |

of the 4-acre campus to the public for park
use; and building between 500 and 600 new
resadential units. They promised to return later
wih more details.
In September 2018, the development team
previewed those details to the RCPC Land
Use Commaittee, which provided feedback A

follow-up Town Hall planned for November

was delzved doe to poor air guality caused by
the Camp Fire east of Chico. k was delayed
agam m December by a schednline conflict.

Plans m& = -J_f Jarz::n Town Ha.,

The developers explained that a lot of mar-
ket-rate housing was needed to offset the costs

of preserving the historic buildings; providing
housing and office space for local nonprofits;
as well as other proposed public amenities.
The only way to fit all that housing on the site
was a high-rise structure. They noted they had
vet to submit a development application. Once
submitted. the project would require a general
plan amendment and rezoning, and a full
environmental impact report (EIR) to evalunate
the project’s visual, traffic, and other effects.
The public approval process would take two to
three years with many opportunities for public
input. The next formal opportunity for public
partcipation will be m determining the scope
of the EIR. The City’s Planning and Building
Department ought to announce when that
scoping process starts, but the department’s
weh page 1s under construction and unavail-
able. Call the Department (238-3941) to get
more mnfo. The developers do not expect actual
occupancy until 2024 and acknowiedged that

A hali-hour of audience questions fol-
lowed, from technical guestions about the
progect design and architecture to queries
zbon traffc and parking 1ssues, which Mr.
Bzbain sz3d would be addressed in the project
EIR

ockdent.com

Reverse

Mortgages
Re-Fi
Pre-Approval

MMLSH 1524117

The 10 minutes before the meeting’s
9 p.m. close were devoted to getting a general
sense of where the audience was from (t
majority lived within 1/2 mile of the campus);
how they felt about the project (divergent
views from strong support to strong opposi-
tion): followed by rapid-fire short comments
which spanned a wide range. A comment On
the need for more housing drew applause, as
did a comment on the need to focus on afford-
ability. A representative of Councilmember
Dan Kalb’s office said Kalb had not taken a
position on the project. but he hoped to see
more affordable housing than now proposed.
Video of the program is posted on
RCPC’s YouTube channel, along with a short
presentation on a technical RCPC bylaw
amendment voted on at the meeting. Find the
videos at https://tinyurl.com/y9gbo850.
Find the developer’s project website at
https://tinyurl.com/yaszgdmc.

NEW ROCKRIDGE LISTING!

315 HEM PHILL PLACE

A yewel box Craftsman bungalow tucked away
2 quiet block, yet close to everything, with a
view of ML. Tam from the street!
» 2 becdrooms, 1 bath
* Sunny renovated kitchen
s Henovated bathwoom
« Sunny cdeck L private garden oasis

e Walkscore™ 93
Offered at 5895,

OPEN HOUSES
SAT Feb 9% 2-4.30 - SUN Feb 10™ 2-4:30
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CCA Proposed
®Plans

from page |

| and engage with one another, much like a
Temescal Alley or First Fridays.”

The redevelopment vision — which
honors and recreates the historic setting —is
centered upon 1.5 acres of community open
space and offers a host of on-site public
amenities, including communal gathering
spots, a sculpture garden, a green commons
and a pedestrian promenade culminating
in an overlook offering panoramic views of
downtown Oakland, the Golden Gate Bridge
and everything in between.

Inspired by Mayor Libby Schaaf’s Spring
2016 White Paper on the affordability crisis
facing Oakland artists as they struggle to

In Rockridge since 1997

Going on a road trip soon?

Yes we do offer:

Motorcycle
Insurance

Susan Bernosky

INSURANCE SERVICES, INC
CA License 0D34069

www.strahaninsurance.com

e e et

i
|
|
|
|
!
|
i 510-450-9050
!
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remain in their homes and their workspaces,
Strategies for Protecting and Creating Arts
& Culture Space in Oakland, as well as
the 100+-year legacy of arts education on
the site, the development proposal seeks
to support Oakland’s artist community
through deeply affordable homes reserved
for artists, affordable workspaces for artists
and affordable office space for nonprofit arts
organizations. The project creates an oppor-
tunity for an Arts Walk along Clifton Street,
in addition to a public sculpture garden in
the re-established historic sett ing.

Under the proposal, a freshman student
dorm would be converted into 35 perma-
nently and deeply affordable homes for art-
ists, arts space would welcome visitors to the
site and line the streets at the intersection of
Broadway and Clifton, and a National His-
toric Register Victorian mansion would be
repurposed into affordable office space for
arts nonprofits, much like Preservation Park.

As a prime example of transit-oriented
development, the project also leverages the
region’s investment in its transit infrastruc-
ture. The site is located only .6 miles from
the Rockridge BART station, a 12-minute
walk or a brief bus ride away. Frequent
buses along Broadway and College Avenue
also provide excellent access to downtown,
across the East Bay and to San Francisco.

Emerald Fund and ECB have shared the
proposed vision with numerous community
stakeholder groups through a series of
meetings over the past year and a half and
recently submitted a pre-application filing
to the City of Oakland Bureau of Planning
to begin the entitlement and environmental
review process. An Environmental Impact

Report (EIR) is anticipated, and the prepara-
tion of studies underlying the EIR will occur
over the next 18 months. The project entitle-
ments will likely include an amendment to
the General Plan, a new zoning classification
and new height limits. Public hearings for
approval of the project are anticipated to
occur in late 2020.

Emerald Fund and ECB have a project
website to provide interested individuals
with up-to-date information: 5212Broad-
way.com
Proposed Project — 5212 Broadway,

Oakland
e Total size of site — 4 acres

 Publicly accessible community gath-
ering space — 1.5 acres

¢ Market-rate homes — 554

« Deeply affordable homes for artists
-35

» Affordable office space for arts non-
profits — 6,300 SF

« Affordable art space/live-work space
— over 24,000 SF

o Three significant historic buildings
and a grand historic staircase reno-
vated

» Garage parking spaces — .64 to .76
spaces per unit

» Bike parking spaces — 590

» Four perimeter residential buildings —

6 to 8 stories
e One taller residential building —

19 stories.
About Equity Community Builders (ECB):
ECB has over 20 years of experience in the
adaptive reuse of historic buildings and
‘ CCA Proposed Plans, page 13

: b
‘ .‘-
L) A R " .:*. 4 -
’, at A e ’/‘ . * =S 3
: g O \" o A -
> N k g ~
‘.I‘ CRe o] & - ; \
- g o

.

o~ » -
Ee) "‘.r .:'.O\"J ' )
>Nl ‘.',‘A— -
SRR LN _ -\

~e?

~
.

CllePrep

\ I

RN vg

L

A private high school for grades 9-12

College Prep is a home for ideas, discovery, and engagement—intellectual pursuits
that our students treasure. Led by exceptional and caring teachers, mentors, and coaches,

our students grow into their best selves.

The College Preparatory School 6100 Broadway Oakland, CA94618 510.652.4364
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12.
Woof,

from page 7

Hardy Dog Park

)

ous with our monthly clean-up, starting at
9 a.m. March 2. We will be building and
cleaning rain or shine, so please come join
the fun. And, as always, we can use your
clean newspaper bag donations at our park.
Please do not bring bags that had food in
them as the used food bags bring rodents
and we want our park to stay clean and
healthy. Questions? |
Email HardyDogPark@yahoo.com

. CYDNEY ORTZOW

S

Interior * Exterior
Lead-Certified Painters

For a free estimate
call Cydney

510652+ 4034

Questions About
Wills, Trusts,
and Probate?

E Kyle M. Johnston

Estate Attorney

5315 College Ave.
Oakland, CA 94618
510.527.1880

Covyle
HOME B
; REMODEL E

el

Martin Coyle 510-655-8717 Mike Tracy
5221 James Ave. Oakland Ca. 94618

www.coylehomeremodel.com

R&ckridge News
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LAW OFFICE OF

DAVE KARLINSKY

225 WASHINGTON ST.. SUITE 313 OAKLAND, CA 04607
(510) 788-5700 WWW.DAVEKARLINSKYLAW.COM

——

——

Practicing exclusively in the area of trusts and estates:

» Estate planning
e Probate / trust administration

» Dispute resolution

* Special needs trusts

Please contact me during regular business hours to
schedule an appointment.

Experience * Knowledge * Performance
For Sale: Updated 3 bed 2 bath, level yard, bonus spaces, near transit/shopping. 44th @ Shafter

Exciting things about Pacific Union becoming part of Compass:

* Compass can prepay costs with no fee or interest to prep your home for sale versus you withdrawing tens
of $1,000s from your bank or retirement account to properly prepare your home for market and wait to be
reimbursed from proceeds at close of escrow!
* Compass has the most innovative technology tools to quickly & effectively implement productive strategic &
tactical marketing plans using targeted data analytics for your home.
* Compass has all the same local expert agents Pacific Union has enjoyed, joining forces with the firm's larger
regional & national presence, resulting in unmatched market reach capabilities.

Happy Valentines Day!

Perry Riani, Senior Associate

"2016 Realtor of the Year”

1900 Mountain Blvd Oakland, CA 94611
1625 Shattuck Ave Berkeley, CA 94709
C: 510.813.3799 Perry.Riani@Compass.com
License # 01402540

COMPASS

J
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CCA P r oposed ECB is the proud developer of Girls Inc. of  neighborhood context and provides signifi-
. P ’a ns Alameda County’s Oakland headquarters  cant community benefits. In Oakland, Emer-
and has a successful history of working ald Fund has worked on the West Oakland

P with CCA. Urban Farm and Park, The Ellington in

from page 1| About Emerald Fund: Emerald Fund has  Jack London Square and The Essex on Lake

‘fO years of experience working in estab-  Merritt. Emerald Fund is \Lnown to hold
lished communities to create mixed-use and operate the apartment buildings they ’
housing that is transit-oriented, fits the develop for many years. Emerald currently

cultural landscapes, working primarily

with nonprofits to help them develop one-
of-a-kind facilities.
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The proposed redevelopment offers 1.5 acres of public space coupled with market rate and permanently affordable artist
housing.

Editor’s Note: This article and graphic were written and supplied by Equity Community Builders and Emerald Fund.
Neither has been edited or revised by The Rockridge News or by the Rockridge Community Planning Council (RCPC).
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Optometry

Larry Sarver, OD

Scott Yokoi, OD

Cinay Sakai, OD
lasmine Junge, OD
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! owns and manages over 1,600 apartments.
COLLEGE & BROADWAY

Visit us at College & Claremont Avenues.
6300 College Avenue, Suite 160
(510) 851-7741

21 College Ave., Oakland

(010)655-3797
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akland's historic 105-year-old Sequoyah Country Club has elected technology

business owner Steve Hart, photo above, as President, and named three other new
Directors. Hart, a Rockridge district resident, succeeds QOakland attorney David Stein
who helped oversee completion of major enhancements to Sequoyah. A member of
the Club since 2011, Hart was deeply involved in the completion of the most sweeping
enhancements to the Club in the past two decades. Working with various committees,
Hart brought a technological focus to projects, increased membership and revamped

Club services.

As a freshman at the University of California at Berkeley, Hart launched Advantage
Microsystems, a Bay Area information security service. From material submitted by Jim Zelinski.

Letters

from page 5

A 2010 study in Tucson, Arizona, found
the before-after evaluation results were as
follows (both statistically significant at the
95 percent confidence level):

* 29 percent reduction in total crashes
* 69 percent reduction in crashes
involving pedestrians

(See https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/publica-
tions/research/safety/10045/.)

More recently, a 2017 study of two cities
with numerous HAWKSs — Austin, Texas
and Tucson, Arizona — showed 96 percent
of drivers yielded to pedestrians in the
crosswalk when the HAWK was activated.
Pedestrian compliance was similarly high
with 70 percent crossing during the drivers’
steady red. The authors concluded these
signals improve safety at unsignalized
crossings, like Broadway/Lawton used to be.
(See https:/www.fhwa.dot.gov/publications/
publicroads/17janfeb/02.cfm.) Oakland now
has five active HAWK signals throughout
the city. As that number grows, city staff
expect driver familiarity and compliance

to Increase.

— Victoria Eisen, Consulting
Caldecott Project Coordinator
Department of Transportation
City of Oakland

Kitchen Tour
on Tap

from page 3

small (or very small like the 41-square-foot
gem on the 2017 Tour), rustic or high-tech,
Mid-Century Modern or Post-modern,
open-plan or separated. You get the idea;
the Tour is always eclectic with something
for every budget and taste. Tour guests come
to admire and to be inspired by Rockridge’s
beautiful kitchens, and to meet the profes-
sionals whose artistry, design genius, and
craftsmanship produce the amazing results.

Past tours have also included one whole-
house tour. If you find the idea of displaying
all of the great facets of living in your home
as well as your kitchen intriguing, please let
the Committee know. Previous houses have
ranged from historic properties to up-to-the
minute sustainable green designs.

The Tour Committee is accepting sub-
missions through March 1, 2019, at kitchen-
tour@rockridge.org. Works in progress are
most welcome, although the project should
be expected to be completed by the begin-
ning of September at the absolute latest.
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R"clussifieds'

Your Message Could Be Here
Your 36-word message is $22. (Phone number
counts as one word.) Make check payable
to RCPC and write Rockridge News
Classified Ad on the memo line. Mail to: RN
Classifieds, 4123 Broadway, PMB 311, Oakland,
CA94611. The classified ad March issue
deadline is February 14. The March
issue will be out March 2. For information:

Email Susan Montauk via smontauk@gmail.com

Valentine’s Day Special!
The best holiday yet!

Penelope’s Aesthetics is offering a full Euro-
pean facial for $64 for the month of February.
Gift certificates. Please call for an appoint-
ment. 510/594-1552 www.penelopecalef.com

Your Rockridge Specialists-
JUDITH GLASS &
SHEILA SABINE~-

The Grubb Company
Now may be the right time for a move.
Your home says a lot about you and we are
here to listen. Call 510/326-5055 or email

SSabine@Grubbco.com

HOUSE REPAIRS &
REMODELING, INTERIOR
& EXTERIOR

Plumbing, tile work , decks, dry rot, drain-
age, walls, termite damage, doors, windows,
kitchen & bath remodel. Professional
work for affordable prices. Local refer-
ences available. Juan, 510/692-6399 or

Jbahena.info@gmail.com

Gardening Cleanups and

Maintenance
Experienced team of 2, dedicated to the
care and maintenance of plants and trees.
Garden design and restoration, pruning and
vegetable garden installation, affordable

rates. Yelp: Chris Rausch Gardening. Chris
@ 510/655-0157.

Want to build an ADU or

Remodel your home?
College Avenue firm works with you to
create a second unit or new kitchen/bath
to complement the character of your
existing home. Kirk E. Peterson Architects.
www.kpaarch.com. 510/547-0275.
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(after noon), or mail to: Rockridge News Comr nems to: joellist@hotmail.com, phone 653-3210

'CA 94611. Deadline is the next to the |ast Tu
Rockridge Branch Library
5366 College Avenue, 597-5017

FOR CHILDREN

¢ Family Story Time: Stories/songslrhymes (for
all ages); Saturdays, 10:30am.

e Toddler Story Time: Songs, active rhymes and

stories (for 9 months to 2 years), Thursdays
10:30am, upstairs. |

o Pre-School Story Time: Read-alouds, songs,
and rhymes (ages 2 to 5); Thursdays, 10:30am.

All story times followed by Play Time; parents and
caregivers invited.

SPECIAL EVENTS: all ages welcome.

» Stretching for Caregivers: bring your children

to free basic stretching session for adults.
Wednesdays, 10:10am.

e Chess Club: learn the basics; Instruction and

chess sets provided. Best for ages 8 to 12.
Wednesdays, 3:30-4:30pm.

* MixIitUp Family Game Night: Bring your favorite
game or try one of ours, Every Tues 6:30-7:45pm
(except for Family Craft Night).

* Family Craft Night: Usually 2nd Tues (closed

' 2/12), 6:30-7:45pm. Make Valentines on 2/5.

FOR TEENS

* Rockridge Teen Advisory Board (ages 14-18):
Help advise the library how to better serve teens:

get community service credit for school. 2nd
Sat. each month, 1 to 2pm.

* Teen ‘Scape Program: Play video games and
make craft; every Tues, Thurs, and Fri, 3:30 -
opm; Wed, 1:30 - 5pm (during school days).

* Study Room Hours: High school tutor available
for homework help. Tues, and Thurs 4 - 5pm;
Wed, 2:45 - 4pm (during school days).

* Decorate Stress Balls: with different faces,
216, 2pm.

* Book Page Roses: make paper roses using old
book pages: 2/13, 2pm.

® PeerCircle, AHealing Space for Youth: series

Compiled by Jo Ellis

CALENDAR

of youth-led Restorative Justice (RJ) circles
about relationships, racism. social justice, and
more. Safe space provides young people an
opportunity to engage in community building
and to learn skills to become RJ leaders in their
community. Age 11 and up. (Gift cards available
for participation). Second Wednesdays, 4 -5 pm.

FOR ADULTS

i

eBook Help: Work one-on-one with a librarian

to download eBooks. Fridays, 2 -3:30pm. Make
appt. online or call 597-5017.

What's New In Breast Cancer Research: Alta
Bates Summit Medical Center presents updates
on major advances in research, prevention,
diagnosis and treatment of breast cancer. Call
to register: 510-204-5656.

AARP Smart Driver Class (for ages 50+):
refresh driving skills; learn new research-based
driving strategies. Classes on Saturdays, March
23 &30, 10:30am-3pm but space limited. Sign-
ups start Feb 1. Call 597-5017 or visit the library
to register.

Second Saturday Book Club: 2nd Sat each
month, 3 - 4pm. Phone for details and book
selection: 597-5017.

Writers Support/Critique Group: Bring 15
copies of up to 5 pgs. of any prose for on-site
reading/discussion (OK to come empty-handed).
3rd Sat. each month,1 to 5pm; wheelchair-
accessible. Info: 420-8775 or Writefox@aol.com.

Lawyer in the Library: Free legal info and
referral. 1st Tues each month; 6pm-8pm. Sign-up
for lottery starting 5pm; lottery at 5:45 pm.

Knitting Meet-Up: Third Sat. each month, 3pm.
Bring your knit and crochet project; all levels.

UPSTAIRS ART GALLERY
Feb: Alex Hauptman: Grids — Photography.

Library Hours
Tues, 12:30 to 8pm.
Wed, Thurs & Sat: 10am to 5:30pm.
Fri, 12 to 5:30pm.

Closed: Sun and Mon; also, Tues, 2/12 & 2/19.

Lan.d Use
Committee

from page 3

.are fully built and occupied.
B ]t’s unclear to what extent the proposed

semi-public (privately owned but open to the
public) open space on the campus will be a
popular community amenity, as opposed to
an amenity primarily benefiting the devel-

opment’s residents.

B Also unclear 1s how successful the

proposed Clifton Street “Art Walk™ will be
in establishing a vital artists’ community
when it 1s far removed from other Oakland
foci of arts activity.

® Concern was expressed on shadowing

effects of the 19-story building, especially
as it might affect nearby roof-top solar
installations, and the question of the project’s
energy use. (After 2020, new residences will
be required to have zero net CO2 emissions.)

R RS LA IR A ——————
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East Bay Booksellers Book/Poetry

Readings
FREE and open to the public.

e Thurs, 2/7, 7pm. Esmé Weijun Wang:
The Collected Schizophrenias: Essays. In
conversation with Caille Milner.

e Sun, 2/10, 3pm. Poetry Flash. Poets from
Kelsay Books/Aldritch press: Rachel Dacus,
Carol Lynn Stevenson Grellas, Eileen Malone,
Kathleen McClung, Lenore Weiss and Andrena

Zawinski.

e \Wed, 2/13, 6:30pm. Freud’s Bar (talks by local
Bay Area psychoanalysts/psychologists, aimed at
students ages 16-25, while enjoying drinks and
snacks). Mtg topic: All the Jazz: The Therapy in
Music, The Music in Therapy. Presenter: Henry

Markman, MD.

e Tues,2/19, 7pm. Sandy Allen: A Kind of
Mirraculas Paradise: A True Story About
Schizophrenia. In conversation with Rahawa

Haile.

e Tue, 2/26, 7Tpm. Mikhail lossel: Notes From
Cyberground: Trumpland and My Old Soviet
Feeling. In conversation with local author/poet
Matthew Zapruder.

East Bay Booksellers, 5433 College Ave. More info
abt. the authors, books and other events: 653-9965

or info@ebbooksellers.com.

Volunteer at Chabot Space & Science

Center |
Help families learn science through interactive and

hands-on science demonstrations. RSVP for Vol-
unteer Orientation: Sat, Feb 9, 10am to 12:30pm.
Volunteers work 8 hours per month (two shifts) to greet
visitors, share the activity schedules, work registra-
tion, and usher people to theater seats, exhibits and
telescopes. For more information and to RSVP for
orientation: www.chabotspace.org/adult-volunteers.
htm or volunteers@chabotspace.org.

North Oakland Senior Center
5714 Martin Luther King, Jr. Way

Mon. - Fri., 9am to 4:30pm. Programs include: Arts/
crafts; health counseling; dancing and exercise; trips,
tours and theater outings; Alzheimer’s support groups,
computer classes/more.

Free AARP Tax Preparation: Thursdays, by

appointment, beginning Feb 7. Call 597-5085 to
schedule appointment.

® Thunder Valley Fun Bus: $35 fun(d) raiser for
the Sr. Center on March 14. Treats and games on
a deluxe bus. Reserve space now (in person:
cash or chk.).

Seniors age 55+ join for $12 annual dues to get
discount and other benefits. Receive “The North
Oakland Senior Times" for full schedule of classes/

events, lunch menus, and volunteer opportunities.
More info at 597-5085.

Temescal Farmers’ Market
Open Sundays, 9am to 1pm (all year). Sample the
goods; meet the growers. Live music. Bring reus-

able bags. 5300 Claremont Ave. (off Telegraph) at
DMV parking lot.
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NEW LISTING ¢ KE WN .
ROCKRIDGE iy ot @
et - Broker
5850 Lawton Ave T P 654-8707 or 593-4780
Desirable Location CO”e € Avenue
2 Bed/1 Bath & 1 Casita Presbyterian Church PROVIDING
Beautiful Craftsman 5951 College Avenue l 04618 Professional,
Remodeled Kitchen Full Service
Hardwood Floors (510) 658-3665 | www.capcoakland.org Real Estate Brokerage
_ Fireplace [iﬂl safe | open | red i‘iﬁ To Rockridge Clients
Casita w/ full Bathroom
For Over 36 Years.

s e F = SPECIALIZING IN l

)‘. & Residential Sales
@ M N I ¢ Income Property
B T & Commercial
PAINTING & WATERPROOFING Inc.
< Prop Management
PRI, G A S A e N SO A s TSSO Y @
COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL e i F

NEW LISTING
DUPLEX IN

NORTH OAKLAND
(2) 2B/1B FLATS

5842 Occidental St INTERIOR-EXTERIOR LEAD Be“ﬁ‘;gt‘;mes
Owner’s unit is remodeled CERTIFIED PAINTERS 5353 College Avenue l
and delivered vacant Professional preparation. Many local Oakland

iy

You can almost live for free references. All work Guaranteed.

(510) 654-3339

“I know Rockridge”

COLLINS ROOFING

Family Owned & Operated

' Ron Kriss, Broker

Lawton Associates
direct 510-612-2547

RonKriss@JPS.net

FINANCIAL PLANNING

(510) 444-2220
www.collinsroofing.com

Quality Work * Free Estimates
Lic # 695711

fee-only financial planning
wealth management
tax planning & prep

“#1 in Rockridge Real Estate”
ASsSociatTes! 160+ Successful Sales @
REAL EsTATE | IN Rockridge —T——
BROKERAGE | www.LawtonAssoc.com

Cheryl Vesely, CFP®, EA
510.847.7432 - cheryl@balancefp.com
www.balancefp.com

Find it in Rockridge! Hoping? Find it in Rockridge!

5381 Belgrave Place

Sewer Problems? in Rockridge

Pipe Spy Can Help! AN AP
Trenchless Sewer Pipe KR L 3 3 P . A sweet three bedroom one and
Ranlacament NG e DR Tt (5T ONe half bath bungalow. Garage,
: ' tenced garden and lots of charm.
Camera Pipe Inspection

Sewer Diagnostics

Sewer Service & Repair S et e - Ry Call Claudia for details
$15 off camera inspections T R B C o \ R\

510-465-3000 “
www.pipespy.com =

Price TBD

CLAUDIA MILLS
Top Producer with Local Expertise e

510.350.6419 | cmills@mcguire.com m :
ClaudiaMillsRealEstate. AN
SR - MCGUIRE

DRE# 01881682 Visit rocknidgelife com ‘ : REAL ESTATE

Financing Available
Lic #: 754966




